Algebra 1 (Parts 1 & 2) Course Syllabus
Mr. Sandy
440-543-9677 ext 2320
john.sandy@kenstonapps.org
Course Goals:
1. To build a strong foundation for the study of higher mathematics including Geometry and Algebra 2.
2. To explore and develop a conceptual understanding of Algebra using the five ways of thinking:
Generalizing, Reversing, Connecting, Justifying, and Applying & Extending.
3. To practice mental math and to apply algebraic concepts to real-world situations.
4. To make connections between the patterns, rules, tables, and graphs that occur in mathematics.
5. To think, write and communicate with others about math.
Attendance:
It is VERY important to be in math class each and every day because mathematics is cumulative by
nature. However, if you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to make up the missed work. Keep in mind
that it is impossible to make up discussion, participation and interaction with your classmates, especially
when the day’s work involves a group activity.
Assessments:
Points will be grouped into three major categories that will be weighted in the following manner:
60% = Individual Assessments
• There will be a minimum of one individual test per chapter.
• Each chapter test will contain approximately 40% “new” material and 60% “old” material.
• If you are absent from an individual test, you are expected to make it up the day you return to
school unless previous arrangements have already been made. If you are absent for more
than one day, you have the number of days you were absent to make up any missing work,
including tests.
15% = Team Assessments
• There will be a minimum of one team test per chapter. Team tests occur approximately one
week before the individual test for that chapter.
• If you are absent from a team test, you will take the test individually with your book and notes
as a resource unless other arrangements have been made.
25% = Coursework
• This category includes homework and classwork (assignments, class participation,
presentations, entrance/exit quizzes, etc).
• Some assignments will be collected and checked for completion while others will be checked
for quality. Some assignments will have only one or two problems checked while others will
be entirely checked.
• Late work is accepted the day after it was due, but will not be given full credit.
How to be Successful:
1. Have good attendance.
2. Do your homework every day.
3. Work together with your team and learn together.
4. Stay organized.
5. Treat yourself, your classmates, and your teacher with respect.
6. Seek help when you need it: use your notes, ask your teammates, ask your teacher.

Extra Help:
Please seek help as soon as you are experiencing difficulty!
• Get the name of a National Honor Society peer tutor from your guidance counselor.
• See me before school on Thursday at 7:10am
• See me during homerooms on Monday and Wednesday (get a pass first!)
• See me or your guidance counselor for other tutoring options.
Classroom Expectations:
1. Be ready to begin class when the bell rings and expect to be challenged and work hard.
2. Please leave backpacks and book bags in your locker. They are not allowed in the classroom.
3. Purses and other personal items must remain on the floor during class (not on your desk or lap).
4. School policies will be enforced (dress code, tardiness, cell phones, etc.).
5. Bring all the supplies you need every day. You will not be issued a pass to go to your locker
because you “forgot”.
6. Take pride in your own work. There is a difference between working together and copying. Working
together is encouraged, but copying is considered cheating and is not tolerated. Besides, sharing
work with someone who has not done their own work does not help them learn the material.
7. Be patient with and respectful of your group members. Treat them the way you want to be treated.
8. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the assignments that you missed. The calendar will
be posted on-line so you can work on the problems missed in class.
Teamwork Rules:
1. Discussions should be only about math.
2. Discussions should be only within your group. (Do not talk to other groups.)
3. When you are stuck, ask everyone in your group before asking the teacher.
4. All group members should be working on the same problem at the same time.
Required Materials:
1. TI-84 graphing calculator **ABSOLUTELY MANDATORY**
This calculator will be used in EVERY math class you take from now through college… this is an
investment and should be treated as one.
2. Kenston issued iPad
Bring your charged iPad every day. Be able to access Kenston’s free wifi.
3. Three-ring binder
This should be 1-inch or larger and divided into two sections: classwork and homework.
4. Loose leaf notebook paper
NO spiral paper is allowed!
5. Loose leaf graph paper
NO spiral paper is allowed! We will be using graph paper throughout the entire course… it is
not just for a chapter or two anymore!
6. Pencils and erasers
ONLY pencils are acceptable for all work done in this class (NO pens!)
7. Red pens
You need to have all your supplies readily available every day in this class… no excuses!

